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studies in foreign countries and foreign lan-
guage training and area training in the
United States. The Board is comprised of 12
members, appointed by the President. The
new members appointed today are Victoria
Murphy of Maine, Hoyt Purvis of Arkansas,
Robert Rose of Connecticut, and Lee Wil-
liams of Arkansas.

‘‘Like many Arkansans, I have long re-
garded Senator William Fulbright as both a
role model and a mentor,’’ said the President.
‘‘The Fulbright scholarships are his most last-
ing achievement. I trust that these four
Board members, two of whom served on his
staff, will work to preserve his legacy.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the appointees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary. The
Office of the Press Secretary also issued a clari-
fication stating that the appointment of Hoyt
Purvis will take effect on January 1, 1994, while
the other appointments are effective immediately.
This item was not received in time for publication
in the appropriate issue.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Departure for Memphis, Tennessee
November 13, 1993

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, PLO Chairman Arafat

seems to have condemned the murder of an
Israeli at the end of October. Do you think
this is in response to your request and Mr.
Rabin’s request?

The President. Well, perhaps, but regard-
less I think it’s a very positive sign. I’ve only
received limited reports this morning, but
from what I’ve heard it’s a very positive sign.
It’s the sort of thing that will enable them
to work together and to implement the ac-
cord.

Q. Were there any direct contacts between
you and Arafat in order to get him to con-
demn the murder?

The President. We had no direct contacts,
the White House did not, but we made it
very clear what our position was, and I think
that the Israelis—they have direct contact of
course with the PLO now because of the im-
plementation of the accord. And I think per-
haps again I would say we maybe ought to
give most of the credit to that. I hope the

meeting yesterday highlighted it and our po-
sition is clear. But they need to keep their
word to each other, that’s the most important
thing.

NAFTA
Q. What about NAFTA, how do you feel

about NAFTA today?
The President. Feel a little better. We

had a good day yesterday; you know we’ve
had three big days. I think we’ve had 27 peo-
ple come out, and I think we’re going to have
another good day today. We’ll have several
of those who are declared down in Memphis
with us, and we’re making some pretty good
inroads now in places where I didn’t know
we could get some votes. So it’s going to be
a hard weekend, but I think we’ll make it.

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. What I have always said

is if they’re opposed on the grounds of
NAFTA next year, I’d be happy to say in any
district in America or to any district in Amer-
ica that I think NAFTA is in the public inter-
est, it’s in the national interest, and it should
not be the basis on which any Member of
Congress, without regard to party, is voted
out. Thanks.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 8:25
a.m. on the South Lawn at the White House. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this exchange.

The President’s Radio Address
November 13, 1993

Good morning. This week, Americans
celebrated Veterans Day, the day we set
aside to thank those who served, kept us se-
cure, and helped preserve the freedoms each
of us cherish.

On Thursday, after paying my respects to
the veterans at Arlington Cemetery, I met
with two groups of patriots who span the gen-
erations: some of the remaining veterans of
World War I and active duty personnel who
served with such distinction in Somalia.
These brave Americans are linked across the
years to each other and to history by the valor
with which they served our Nation. None of
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them shrunk from danger or challenge. In
troubled times, they reached beyond our bor-
ders to protect our interests.

And as the world undergoes the most pro-
found changes in the last 50 years, today we
can draw a very powerful lesson from their
courage and their vision. Just as we never
protected our country by shrinking from a
military threat, we cannot protect our pros-
perity by shrinking from our economic chal-
lenges.

Since I became President, our administra-
tion has been dedicated to restoring the
American economy, to making work pay for
all Americans again, to creating the condi-
tions that will allow our private sector to cre-
ate more jobs and higher incomes and more
opportunity for everyone.

This economic program is beginning to
work. We’ve lowered the deficit, kept infla-
tion down, pushed interest rates down to
record lows. Millions of Americans have refi-
nanced their homes and businesses. And
even though we still don’t have as many jobs
as we’d like, the private sector has produced
more jobs in the last 10 months than in the
previous 4 years.

Ultimately, however, the only way a
wealthy nation can grow and create jobs and
lift incomes is to lower trade barriers and
expand trade in a growing global economy.
There simply is no other way that any rich
country in the world can create jobs and raise
incomes than to find other customers for
their goods and services. America is no ex-
ception. We have a chance to do this in a
few days when Congress considers the trade
agreement called NAFTA.

The North American Free Trade Agree-
ment will lower Mexico’s barriers to Amer-
ican exports. When these barriers come
down, we’ll sell another 55,000 more Amer-
ican-made cars in Mexico next year alone.
We’ll sell hundreds of thousands more com-
puters and create 200,000 new high-paying
jobs in the next 2 years. NAFTA is a real
good deal for America. And if we don’t open
up Mexico for our products, you can be sure
that the Europeans and the Japanese will
open up Mexico for theirs.

You see, if NAFTA passes, we’ll have a
competitive advantage over the Japanese and
the Europeans in the Mexican market. If it

fails, and Japan or Europe takes up the chal-
lenge that we walked away from, then they’ll
have an advantage over us.

Why then do some of our fellow citizens
fear NAFTA so much? Because in the last
20 years their world has changed a lot and
often not for the better. Technology can now
go anywhere in the world. Money and infor-
mation travel the globe in a millisecond.
Skills we once had alone, others now share.

This new global economy has created an
awful lot of opportunity, but it’s also created
a lot of hardship. We have to do many things
to adjust. We’re working now to devise a
completely new system to replace our out-
dated unemployment system called reem-
ployment. So that anyone who loses a job,
for whatever reason, will immediately receive
the education and training and job placement
help they need. We passed the family leave
law so that you can’t lose your job when you
take some time off for a newborn baby or
a sick parent; so that people can be good
workers and good family members at the
same time. We’ve got to have health care re-
form, and we’ve presented a plan that will
provide, for the first time in our history,
health care security to all Americans, even
if they lose their jobs. And we’re determined
to fight crime with more police on the beat,
more boot camps for youthful offenders,
more jail cells for people who need that, too.
That’s what the crime bill, now moving
through the Congress, will do.

So in education, in health care, in family
leave, in crime, we’re working hard to give
the American people the security all of us
need to face the changes we confront. But
we cannot make the world the way it was.
We simply cannot protect our workers, their
jobs, and their incomes from the winds of
global competition by trying to build walls.
The only way to provide economic security
and expanded opportunity for the middle
class in this country is to take this new world
head on, to compete and to win. And we can
win. The American worker is now the most
productive worker in the world again. We can
out-compete and out-perform anyone any-
where. We will be number one again for a
long time if we reach out to the world to
compete. That’s why American workers have
nothing to fear from NAFTA and why Amer-
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ican workers should be very concerned if we
vote NAFTA down, walk away from Mexico
and the rest of Latin America and the oppor-
tunities they present.

The day after Congress votes on NAFTA,
I’m going to Seattle to meet with the leaders
from Asian countries, including China and
Japan, to ask them to open up their markets
to our products, too. By the end of this year
I’m going to try very hard to conclude an
even bigger worldwide trade agreement that
will bring down trade barriers to our prod-
ucts in Europe and the world over. Together
with other nations, we can literally reignite
growth in the world’s economy and create
millions of new jobs and export opportunities
for all Americans. But we must begin this
week by passing NAFTA. NAFTA is not only
a trade agreement with Mexico, it has be-
come a symbol of our commitment to growth
and to trade throughout the world. And be-
lieve me, whichever way the Congress votes,
it will send a signal to every nation in the
world about our intentions. Are we going to
maintain our lead in the global economy and
push others to open their markets to our
products and services and to everyone else’s,
or are we going to retreat into a shell of pro-
tectionism?

If we pass NAFTA, it can put us at the
center of the largest trading bloc in the world
with Canada and Mexico, one that will quick-
ly grow larger as we bring in the rest of Latin
America. If we don’t, we’ll be stuck while
someone else takes advantage of the oppor-
tunity. You know, this vote will tell us a lot
about who we are as Americans in 1993.
Great nations are defined not by how they
act when the rules are clear and the future
is set and the times are easy but by the
choices they make during periods of great
change when the future is not clear, the
times are tough, and people have to forge
their own future.

This is a defining moment for America.
Will we seize the moment? Will we vote for
hope over fear? The history of America’s
greatness says we will, for we’ve always tri-
umphed when our Nation has engaged the
world and great challenges it offers. By pass-
ing NAFTA, Congress can demonstrate that
we intend to compete and win in a thriving
global economy. We took the lead in creating

it, now we have to make it again for the 21st
century. We can build a future we’ll be proud
to leave our children, and the future begins
on Wednesday with a positive vote for the
North American Free Trade Agreement.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approximately
3:40 p.m. on November 12 in the Oval Office at
the White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
November 13.

Remarks on Arrival in Memphis,
Tennessee
November 13, 1993

Thank you. Thank you very much for com-
ing out here in the wind and rain and braving
the elements. It’s kind of like what we have
to do to get things done in Washington. I’m
glad to see you here.

I want to thank my good friend Governor
McWherter, Mayor Morris, Mayor
Herenton. Thank you all for being here
today. I want to thank these fine Members
of Congress who are here. Harold Ford made
a great statement in support of the North
American Free Trade Agreement. I’m very
grateful to him and to Bob Clement and to
Jim Cooper for their support. I also want to
introduce some other Members of Congress
who are here. First of all, from our neighbor-
ing State of Louisiana, two Members who
have expressed their support today, Rep-
resentative Bill Jefferson and Representative
Jimmy Hayes. I want to thank your Congress-
woman Marilyn Lloyd for her support for
NAFTA. And I want to introduce two Mem-
bers of my congressional delegation from Ar-
kansas, Blanche Lambert and Ray Thornton,
and thank them for their support.

Let me ask you something. Were you
proud of Al Gore the other night in his de-
bate? I mean, was he great or what? I want
to tell you something, folks. This vote over
the North American Free Trade Agreement
has brought out a lot of feelings and emotions
in this country that I think probably need
to be brought out. We’ve seen in the opposi-
tion to NAFTA a lot of the legitimate fears
that the American people have developed be-
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